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Disclaimer | This guidanceis not a substitute for applicable legal requirements, nor is it itself a rule. It is not

intended to, nor does it impose legally binding requirements on any part. It represents the
Southeast Alaska Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection’s (OCMI's) current thinking on this topic
and may assist industry, mariners, and the public, as well as other federal and state regulators,
in applying statitory and regulatory requirements. You can use an alternative approach for
complying with these requirements if the approach satisfies the requirements of the applicable
statutes and regulations. If you want to discuss an alternative approach (vou are not required to
do so), you may contact the Sector SEAK Prevention Department, who is responsible for
implementing this guidance. (See “questions,” below, for contact information.)

References | (a) Title 46 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Subpart G—Professional

Requirements for Pilots
(b) Southeast Alaska Pilotage Package 2022

Change N/A
Summary

1} Purpose. This MMS WI will provide an interim process for aspiring pilots to obtain the sub-

2)

3)

route of Monti Bay / Port of Yakutat until the Alaska Marine Highway System (AMHS)
reestablishes regular service to Yakutat. This MMW WI does not change the requirements
for mariners seeking the stand-alone Monti Bay primary route that has historically been
obtained nearly exclusively by mariners employed by AMHS.

Background. AMHS suspended regular ferry service to Yakutat in 2023, removing the only
practicable full-tonnage platform available for mariners seeking pilotage experience on the
Monti Bay / Port of Yakutat sub-route of the Yakutat Bay pilotage route in accordance with
references (a) and (b). The full Yakutat Bay route cannot be obtained without also having
experience on the Monti Bay / Port of Yakutat sub-route. The inability to complete the route
familiarization required to obtain the Yakutat Bay route on full tonnage vessels is a barrier to
pilots seeking to obtain pilotage with no exclusions on all designated pilotage routes in
Southeast Alaska.

Action.

(a} In light of the non-availability of full tonnage vessels transiting Monti Bay, REC
Juneau will temporarily accept and evaluate pilot applications with alternative (under-
tonnage) trip requirements for the Monti Bay / Port of Yakutat pilotage sub-route.

(b) Per reference (b), mariners must complete a total of 11 round trips to obtain Yakutat
Bay pilotage that includes the Monti Bay / Port of Yakutat sub-route. This includes 08
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round trips into Yakutat Bay, at least 06 of which must be on vessels of 1,600 gross
tons or more. To add the Monti Bay / Port of Yakutat sub-route, mariners must
complete 03 additional trips specific to Monti Bay; only 01 of these trips may be
conducted on an under-tonnage vessel. This MMS W1 temporarily deviates from that
requirement and authorizes all 03 Monti Bay trips to be completed on under-tonnage
vessels.

(c) For the 03 Monti Bay trips on under-tonnage vessels, mariners shall verify that under-
tonnage vessel request forms are complete for OCMI-authorized approval (see
enclosed). The applicant must have already met the requirements to obtain Yakutat
Bay Fist Class Pilot Unlimited prior to approval of this sub route.

4} Distribution. This MMS WI may be publicly distributed.

5) Cancelation. This MMS WI shall be automatically canceled should AMHS reestablish
regular Yakutat ferry service or another practicable full-tonnage option becomes available.

6} Questions. You may direct any questions or concemns related to this MMS WI to Sector
Prevention Department staff at SectorSEAK Prevention{@uscg.mil or via the Command
Center at 907-463-2980 or 206-815-6563.

/P FIELDS
Captain, U.S. Coast Guard
Officer in Charge, Marine Inspections
Southeast Alaska
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