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USCGC MUNRO (WMSL-755) 

ALAMEDA, CA

“Gallantry in Action” 



The Cutter’s namesake, DOUGLAS A. MUNRO:  Douglas A. Munro, a Signalman First Class of the United 

States Coast Guard, died heroically on Guadalcanal on 27 September 1942. Having volunteered to evacuate a 

detachment of Marines who were facing annihilation by an unanticipated large enemy force, he succeeded in 

safely extricating them and in doing so was mortally wounded. 

Douglas Albert Munro was born in Vancouver, Canada, of American parents, on 11 October 1919, but spent his 

entire life previous to his enlistment in Cle Elum, Washington.  His parents were Mr. and Mrs. James Munro of 

Cle Elum. Douglas Munro was educated at the South Cle Elum Grade School and graduated from the Cle Elum 

High School in 1937. He attended the Central Washington College of Education for a year and left to enlist in the 

United States Coast Guard in 1939. He had an outstanding record as an enlisted man and was promoted rapidly 

through the ranks to First Class Petty Officer. 

In the engagement in which he gave his life, Munro had already played an important part, having been in charge 

of the original detachment of ten boats that had landed the Marines at the scene. Having successfully landed them, 

Munro led his small boat force to a previously assigned rally position. Almost immediately upon his return, he 

was advised by the officer-in-charge that conditions at the insertion point were not as expected. 

The Marines were under attack from a larger Japanese force and needed to be extracted immediately. Munro 

volunteered to lead the boats back to beach for the evacuation. Commanding the rescue expedition, he brought 

the boats in-shore under heavy enemy fire and proceeded to evacuate the Marines still on the beach. Though the 

majority of the Marines had been loaded into the boats, the last remaining elements of the rear guard were having 

difficulty embarking. Assessing the situation, Munro maneuvered himself and his boats into a position to cover 

the last groups of men as they headed to the boats. In doing so, he exposed himself to greater enemy fire and 

suffered his fatal wound. At the time it was reported that he had remained conscious long enough to utter his final 

words, "Did they get off?” 

For his heroic and selfless actions in the completion of this rescue mission Munro was posthumously awarded the 

Medal of Honor. He was also posthumously awarded the Purple Heart Medal. His other decorations included the 

American Defense Service Medal, the Asiatic-Pacific Area Campaign Medal, and the World War II Victory 

Medal. 
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ABOUT USCGC MUNRO (WMSL-755) 

USCGC MUNRO (WMSL-755) is the sixth Legend Class National Security Cutter, homeported in 

Alameda, CA 

Crew:  109 - 143 (depending on mission) 

Length:  418 FT 

Displacement: 4,500 LT 

Speed:  28 KTS 

Endurance:  60 Days 

Range:  12,000 NM 

Propulsion:  CODAG (Combined Diesel and Gas), 

 1 Gas Turbine (30K HP), 2 Diesels (10K HP ea.) 

Aircraft:  1 MH-65 or SH-60 

Boats:  2 OTH-RHI and 1 LRI 

Armament:  57mm gun and Gunfire Control System 

 Close-In Weapons System, CWIS 1B 

 SLQ-32 Electronic Warfare System, 

 SRBOC/NULKA countermeasures - chaff/decoy 

Ratings Aboard MUNRO: BM, MK, OS, SK, YN, ET, IT, IS, EM, DC, GM, ME, HS, and CS. 

COMMON DESTINATIONS OF DEPLOYMENTS:  Common deployments include the entire Pacific Rim 

with port calls that may include San Diego, Kodiak, and Honolulu. Foreign destinations include countries like 

Mexico, Costa Rica, Panama, Guatemala, El Salvador, Ecuador, Japan and all of the Pacific Island Nations. 

PERSONAL MAILING ADDRESS: 

COMMANDING OFFICER 

Attn: (your name) 

USCGC MUNRO (WMSL-755) 

Coast Guard Island, Building 42 

Alameda, CA 94501 

PHONE (while inport in Alameda): (510)-437-5757 

INMARSAT PHONE (while underway): (808)-434-3554 

USCG INTRANET WEB SITE: https://cg.portal.uscg.mil/units/cgcmunro/SitePages/Home.aspx 

E-MAIL: Until you are assigned a sponsor, you may contact Senior Chief Josh McBride, 
josh.m.mcbride@uscg.mil

REPORTING ABOARD: 

The closest airport is Oakland International Airport. Report to CGC MUNRO pier side, Coast Guard Island, 

Alameda, CA.  There may be more WMSLs inport when you report, MUNRO’s hull number is 755. If 

MUNRO is underway, report to USCG Base Alameda front gate and ask for the OOD. 
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REQUIRED UNIFORM: If reporting within the United States, the required uniform is Tropical Blue with 

combination cover. If reporting to the unit in a foreign port, neat and appropriate civilian clothing is required. 

Your sponsor can help you with these kinds of details.  

UNIFORM OF THE DAY (NORMALLY WORN DURING THE WORKDAY): ODU, however, crew 

must keep the Tropical Blue uniform onboard in case of VIP visits. 

TYPICAL SA/SN JOB ASSIGNMENT: Your primary responsibilities will be qualifying in Lookout and 

Helmsman, basic and advanced damage control procedures, and may include Helicopter tie-down and Cutter 

Rescue Swimmer. You will most likely participate in operations in support of MUNRO' s deck division such as; 

small boat maintenance, painting, general cleaning, boarding team member, boat crewmember, line handler, and 

mess cook. 

TYPICAL FA/FN JOB ASSIGNMENT: Your primary responsibilities will be assisting the engineering 

department in maintenance and repair of mechanical systems onboard (Main Propulsion or Auxiliary Systems), 

qualifying in basic and advanced damage control procedures, mess cook, general cleaning, small boat engineer, 

and boarding team member. 

INPORT WATCH TYPE AND DUTY ROTATION FOR SA/SN AND FA/FN: All new crew members E-5 

and below will qualify in both Basic and Advanced Damage Control, Gangway Petty Officer of the Watch 

(GPOW), Security watchstander, Generator watchstander, and sometimes mess cook. While inport, you will 

stand duty in a 1 in 3 duty rotation (one day of 24 hour duty every three days) until fully qualified. 

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE FOR SA/SN: 

Underway Watch assistant (lookout, helmsman), small boat operations and possibly a Boarding Team Member. 

UNDERWAY WATCH TYPE FOR FA/FN: 

Engineering watch assistant, machinery maintenance, small boat operations and possibly a Boarding Team 

Member. 

PERSONAL STORAGE SPACE: Personal storage space is limited onboard, each crew member has one gym-

sized locker and a drawer under their rack. There is a baggage locker for longer term luggage storage, but it is 

not feasible to store day-to-day necessities in the baggage locker.  

LIVING ACCOMODATIONS: Newly reported personnel will be assigned barracks on base or nearby Marina 

Village (approx. 4 miles from the ship). Expect to share your barracks with another E-4 (or below) in apartment 

style accommodations. If you have dependents, assignment to housing is mandatory, however, you can request 

to be released from mandatory housing. Approval to live off-base on the economy is only authorized when the 

authorization is in writing from the Base Alameda Housing Office.    

CONTACT BASE ALAMEDA HOUSING OFFICE: Sometimes there may be a waiting list for housing. 

Once you receive your orders, it is very important that you contact the Alameda Housing Office ((510) 437-

3961) for assistance with the required paperwork. Again, assignment to government quarters is mandatory for 

all inbound personnel. If you plan to occupy government quarters, you are strongly urged to make arrangements 

to have housing assigned before bringing dependents. Talk to Alameda Housing office to find out more 

information, including the potential for temporary options.   
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COST OF LIVING: If released from government housing, the average rent for a two-bedroom apartment can 

range from $2500-$3500 per month (without utilities). Be aware of your Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) 

rate, found here: http://www.defensetravel.dod.mil/site/bahCalc.cfm (Use 94501 for Zip code).  

BAH rates for an E-2/E-3 without dependents is $2604 per month. 

BAH rates for an E-2/E-3 with dependents is $3270 per month 

MESSING: Government messing is usually available onboard the ship. If you report in the spring of 2018, 

messing may not be available due to industrial work. If messing is not available, you will receive basic 

allowance for sustenance (BAS); about $300 per month. Your dollar will go a lot further if you plan on eating 

breakfast and lunch at the Base Alameda Galley.  

CONTINUING EDUCATION IN THE AREA: 

Numerous colleges, vocational-technical schools, and online classes are available. Columbia College has an 

office on base that offers online classes. Laney College is also a 5 minute drive from the base, located in 

Oakland. See the Education Services Officer (ESO) upon reporting for assistance.  

LOCAL AREA: MUNRO’s homeport is approximately one mile away from Alameda Island, four miles from 

Oakland and approx. six miles from downtown San Francisco. There are numerous bridges in the area, many of 

which charge a toll to cross. If you have a car and are interested in purchasing a toll-tag; 

https://www.bayareafastrak.org/ 

OTHER MILITARY UNITS NEARBY: Coast Guard Base Alameda, Travis AFB (50 miles), and USCG 

TRACEN Petaluma (50 miles). Travis AFB has both a Commissary and Exchange. TRACEN Petaluma has a 

small CG Exchange and gas station. USCGC BERTHOLF, WAESCHE, and STRATTON are all homeported in 

Alameda, alongside MUNRO. 

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS IN THE AREA:  Between Alameda, Oakland and San Francisco the 

majority of religious denominations are available within a relatively close proximity.  

MEDICAL AND DENTAL CARE: MUNRO has a Chief Health Services (HSC) Technician assigned 

onboard. For routine care and appointments, your first level of care will usually be with HSC. HSC can make 

medical appointments on your behalf with one of the providers with Base Alameda Clinic (your primary care 

manager). For off-hours urgent care, if possible you should first call the Tricare nurse triage line prior to 

seeking care from an ER or urgent care facility. To access the Tricare Nurse triage line, call: 1-800-TRICARE 

(874-2273), Option 1.  

Medical care for dependents is available from numerous Tricare authorized providers located throughout the 

area. Dependents will have a choice of Tricare Standard or Prime, based on desired level of cost sharing. More 

information is available here: https://tricare.mil/. Dental care for MUNRO crew members is available at the 

Base Alameda Clinic. HSC can assist you in making an appointment.  

Dental care for dependents is available by enrolling in the Coast Guard’s Dental Insurance called United 

Concordia. Authorized providers are located on the United Concordia website: 

https://www.unitedconcordia.com/find-a-dentist/  

MASS TRANSIT: Mass transit is available in the area via MUNI or BART systems. There are no mass transit 

options that get you directly to Base Alameda where the cutter is moored. If you have concerns about getting to 

work, please be sure your sponsor is aware.  
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AUTOMOBILES ON BASE: Cars must be registered in order drive on base. Long term parking is available 

for deployments, but must be arranged with the Base Security office in advance and cars must be parked in a 

specific long-term parking lot. Parking is scarce on base and cars frequently get towed for not following the 

rules. Let your sponsor know of any concerns. Most insurance companies require you to have a California 

policy which can run from $3500 to $5000 per year.  

BANKING: Many Coasties bank with USAA, Navy Federal and/or Sea West Federal Credit Union. Sea West 

has a brick and mortar branch located on Coast Guard Island, Alameda; 

Sea West Coast Guard Federal Credit Union  

Alameda Coast Guard Island 

Foot of Dennison Street 

P.O. Box 5008 

Alameda, CA  94501-8505 

Phone: (800)-732-9378 

MALLS: South Shore Center – 523 South Shore Center West, Alameda, CA 94501 

Southland Mall – 1 Southland Mall, Hayward, CA 94544 

Sun Valley Mall – 1 Sun Valley Mall, Concord, CA 94520 

Stone Ridge Mall – 1 Stoneridge Mall, Pleasanton, CA 94588 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT BASE ALAMEDA: 
http://www.dcms.uscg.mil/Our-Organization/Director-of-Operational-Logistics-DOL/Bases/Base-Alameda/ 

GENERAL AREA INFORMATION:  Temperatures in the Bay area vary; summer time temps range from 53 

to 89F and winter temps range from 37 to 62F.  Close proximity to Oakland and San Francisco ensures you will 

have plenty to do on your off-time. The classic tourist attractions such as Alcatraz, Fisherman’s Wharf, and the 

Golden Gate Bridge have to be seen at least once.  If you’re looking for a weekend get-away, Monterey Bay and 

Lake Tahoe are just a few hours away.   

Some links for the outdoor adventurers and sports enthusiasts: 

Oakland Professional Teams: http://www.oraclearena.com/ 

Golden State Warriors: http://www.oraclearena.com/ 

SF Giants: http://sanfrancisco.giants.mlb.com/sf/ballpark/ 

SF 49ers: http://www.levisstadium.com/ 

Lake Tahoe Region: http://www.fs.usda.gov/recmain/tahoe/recreation 

SF Area National Parks: http://www.sfnps.org/parks 
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Blake L. Novak 

Captain, United States Coast Guard 

Commanding Officer, U. S. Coast Guard Cutter MUNRO (WMSL 755) 

Captain Blake Novak assumed the duties as the District 11 

Chief of Enforcement in June 2018 where he is responsible 

for overseeing the Coast Guard’s enforcement of U.S. Law 

protecting living marine resources, countering illegal 

migrant smuggling, and deterring the transportation of 

illicit contraband by transnational criminal organizations 

from the Oregon – California border to the Eastern Pacific.  

During his tenure, District 11 has seized over 175 metric 

tons of cocaine, accounting for over 80% of all U.S. 

maritime drug seizures. 

Captain Novak has over ten years of sea time with six 

previous afloat assignments. He served as the 

Commanding Officer aboard CGC Point Stuart, Newport 

Beach, CA; Commanding Officer of CGC Wrangell, Kingdom of Bahrain; Commanding Officer of 

CGC Pea Island, St. Petersburg, FL; Executive Officer of CGC Venturous, St. Petersburg, FL; and 

Commanding Officer of CGC Decisive, Pascagoula, MS. 

His prior staff assignments include Deputy, Chief of Cutter Forces, where he was responsible for 

the strategic homeporting and operational requirements and policy for all Coast Guard cutters; 

District 7 Chief of International Engagement; Pacific Area Major Cutter Scheduler; and the Coast 

Guard Military Aide to the Vice President of the United States where he was charged with the 

Vice President’s military transportation, carrying the emergency satchel “football” and 

execution of the 25th Amendment to ensure continuity of the Presidency.   

A native of Indiana, he earned his bachelor’s degree from the United States Coast Guard 

Academy in 1995 and master’s degree in National Security Studies at the Naval War College in 

2008.  His personal awards include the Defense Superior Service Medal, the Meritorious Service 

Medal, the Coast Guard Commendation Medal and Coast Guard Achievement Medal. 

Captain Novak is married to the former Miss Alishia McRae who hails from Oshawa, Canada. 

They have a four-year old daughter and two-year old son. 



Brian C. Krautler 

Commander, United States Coast Guard 

Executive Officer, U. S. Coast Guard Cutter MUNRO (WMSL 755) 

A Permanent Cutterman with over 10 years of sea service, 

CDR Krautler has served in Cutters BASSWOOD, 

SASSAFRAS, WALNUT and 

BRISTOL BAY (with Aids to Navigation Barge 12001). In 

addition, he has served as Commanding Officer of Cutters 

KATMAI BAY, in Sault Sainte Marie, MI and HICKORY, in 

Homer, Alaska. 

CDR Krautler previously served as Executive Officer of 

Training Center Cape May, the Coast Guard’s sole 

accession point for enlisted personnel. Other shore tours 

included: a training tour to qualify as a Coast Guard Diver 

at the US Naval Dive and Salvage Training Center, Officer 

in Charge of MSST 91103 

DET1, one of the Coast Guard’s first deployable domestic security detachments, and Assistant 

Professor of English and Head Coach of the Men’s Lacrosse Team at the US Coast Guard 

Academy. 

CDR Krautler earned a Bachelor of Science Degree, with High Honors, from the US Coast Guard 

Academy. He also holds a Master of Arts Degree in Humanities (Literature) from California State 

University, a Master of Arts Degree in English from the University of Massachusetts and has 

completed the Air Command and Staff College Distance Learning Program through the US Air 

Force Air University. CDR Krautler is a USCG Master Training Specialist as well as a licensed 

professional mariner, holding a USCG Master’s License for motor vessels up to 1600 Gross 

Registered Tons in both Ocean and Near Coastal routes. 

CDR Krautler’s military decorations include two Meritorious Service Medals, four Coast Guard 

Commendation Medals, the Coast Guard Achievement Medal and other personal, unit and 

service awards. 

CDR Krautler is married to the former Andrea Ramsay, of Plymouth, MI. The Krautlers have two 

children: Kate and James. 



Josh M. McBride 

Senior Chief Culinary Specialist 

Command Senior Enlisted leader, U. S. Coast Guard Cutter MUNRO (WMSL 755) 

Senior Chief McBride was born and raised in Savannah, GA. He 

began his Coast Guard career in April 2001 and went directly 

from Basic Training to Food Service Specialist “A” School. In 

September 2001, he reported to USCGC RUSH (WHEC 723) in 

Honolulu, HI as a SNFS. While there, he served as a duty cook, 

the ship’s baker, wardroom and CO’s cook, and Jack of the Dust 

all while patrolling the Eastern Pacific and Bearing Sea.  

After advancing to Petty Officer Second Class in 2004, he 

transferred to USCGC YELLOWFIN (WPB 87319) in Charleston, 

SC as the Food Service Officer (FSO). He qualified as Officer of 

the Day, Anchor Watch, and Quarter Master of the Watch. He 

also spent three months temporarily assigned to USCGC EAGLE 

(WIX-327) supporting the cutter’s summer cruise and the 

Commandant’s Change of Command with Admiral Collins and Admiral Allen. 

In 2006, he transferred to the USCGC OAK (WLB 211) in Charleston, SC where he held the 

position of FSO. In December 2007, he advanced to Petty Officer First Class and transferred to 

USCGC DALLAS (WHEC 716) in Charleston, SC. He served as the Senior FS and deployed to the 

Caribbean, Eastern Pacific, and with the Navy’s Sixth Fleet in Western and Central Africa.  

In May 2011, he transferred to CG Station Tybee Island, GA, as the FSO with several other 

collateral duties including Command Drug & Alcohol Representative. He initiated a Special 

Needs Activity Program in which he volunteered his time on a weekly basis for four years.  

In June 2015, he advanced to Chief Petty Officer and transferred to the Food Service Assistance 

and Training (FSAT) Team at CG Training Center Petaluma, CA. He served more than 65 units in 

the Eighth District and Patrol Forces South West Asia. In his role at FSAT he provided oversight, 

support and specialized training to hundreds of Culinary Specialists as well as and Prospective 

Command Cadres. His expertise included inventory management, financial accountability, and 

dining facility administration. He deployed to support disaster relief efforts in the wake of 

Hurricane Harvey, providing over 2000 meals to air crews, first responders, and support 

personnel carrying out rescue operations.  

In May 2019, after advancing to Senior Chief Petty Officer, he transferred to USCGC MUNRO 



(WMSL 755) in Alameda, CA, as the Food Service Officer. He assumed the duties as the 

Command Senior Enlisted Leader on the 16th of December 2019.   

Senior Chief McBride completed Chief’s Call to Indoctrination in the fall of 2016 and attended 

Chief Petty Officer’s Academy in 2017. He is in his 18th year of Coast Guard Service, and is an 

active member of the Petaluma Chief Petty Officer Association. Senior Chief McBride’s personal 

awards include four Coast Guard Achievement Medals, The Navy and Marine Corps 

Achievement Medal, five Coast Guard Good Conduct medals, numerous Coast Guard 

Meritorious Team Commendations and various other unit and personal awards 




